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SS6 Ofi ihir Aiten^i to Change the Name of Carrrkkfergits May, [Nov. 



For Ae Belfast Monthly Magazine: 

ON TBE ATTEMPT TU CHANGIt THE 
NAME op; CAKBlCKriiljCUS bay TO 
BELFAiT-LOUGH. 

GEOGRAPHERS and map-mak- 
ers, at difterent times, ap|jear 
to hate taken the liberty of giving 
new names to places, in opposition 
to the old ones. Such innovators 
have, in limes past, been the cause 
of considerable confusion, and in 
inqiiy instances, by such actions, the 
real names of places have been 
either lost, or become a matter of 
uneerlainty, 

Ireland, in numerous instances, 
has shared this progressive coufu- 
siotv; so much so, that several towns 
noticed by Holinshed, in his Chro- 
nicle, among the " haven towns of 
Ireland," are »tow not even known 
to the antiquarian. 

In this case, as in many others, 
we appear to have profiled little by 
the errors of our ancestors, as a sys- 
tem of innovation siill prevails a- 
mongst us; and which is not a tittle 
conspicuous in the attempt to change 
the name of Carrickfergus bay to 
Belfast-lougb. 

There appears as little justice in 
this attempt, as perhaps in any re- 
corded in modern times; Carrick- 
fergus being anciently a place of 
tery considerable importance, and 
giving name to the bay several cen- 
turies before Belfast was noticed as a 
town ; which indeed isscarcely men- 
tioned prior to 1503, Even then it 
does not appear to have been of 
note, and, probably, was only re- 
tnarkabte for a ferry being there; 
hence- its ancient name Beub-Far- 
ihady, i.e. the mouth of the ferry, 
DOW corrupted into Belfast. 

In fact, Belfast, though now the 
capital of Ulster, makes little figure 
as a town, until after the corpora- 
tion of Carrickfergus sold their com- 



mercial privileges to government, 
in 1637, from which period it has 
risen rapidly to its present e;iii- 
nence ; this eminence, however, 
gives no right to alter the name of 
the bay, no more than to call the 
Lagan river, the river of Belfast-^ 
perhaps the impartial reader will 
think not so much. . 

Besides the above facts, the fol- 
lowing is of itself sufficient to lay 
this iniTovalioir entirely at rest. In 
all charters granted (o the corpora- 
tion of Carrickfergus, by the Kings 
and Queens of Esiglaud, this bay is 
still called the bay of Carrickfer- 
gus, and placed under the jurisdic- 
tion of that corporation. 

In the last charter, granted by 
James I., the same name is retained ; 
but the small bay of Bangor, and 
pool of Garmoyle, are excepted 
from the jurisdiction of the Mayor 
of Carrickfergus, which in some 
measure sanctions that part lying 
between Garmoyle and Belfast to be 
called Belfast- lough; yet, in a ge- 
neral view, it certainly cannot, with 
anj' degree of propriety, be applied 
to the bay, as the mayor of Carrick- 
fergus, for the time being, retains 
his jurisdiction Over all other parts of 
said bay;'a3 fully as over the lan'df 
of that corporation. 

Knockmor. T.S. 



To the Proprietors of the Sclfasi SSagaxlnt. 



' I 'HE subject proposed t)y your 
■*■ correspondent C.E., in your 
Magazine for August, is certainly 
one of considerable importance. The 
question seems to be, whether the 
cultivation of taste be likely to pro- 
mote our happiness. Let us -first 
explain, what we mean by the word 
taste. Perhaps the following may 
be a correct definition. Tdste is a 
delicate perception, and a warm ad- 
miration of whatever is beautifui 



